LORD  OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
Further, there can be no reasonable doubt that
Ben Jonson wrote both the dedication and the
epistle. " These worthy Players/' themselves
wholly unused to composition, "did no more than
lend their names." (Greenwood, p. 384.)
There is ample controversy regarding the
sources from which the plays were printed,
and the probability of Shakespeare's original
manuscript being available. The opinion of
the Cambridge Editors is as follows (Greenwood,
p. 418):
The natural inference to be drawn from this state-
ment (in the above epistle) is that all the separate
editions of Shakespeare's plays were "stolen," "sur-
reptitious," and **imperfect," and that all those
published in the Folio were printed from the author's
own manuscript. But, it can be proved to demon-
stration, that several of the plays in the Folio were
printed from earlier quarto editions, and that in
other cases the quarto is more correctly printed, or
from a better manuscript, than the Folio text. . . ,
"Some of the plays may have been printed,
not from Shakespeare's own manuscripts, but
from manuscripts made from them for the use
of the theatre.5' The Cambridge Editors suggest
that there was no intention to deceive, but the
writers lacked practice in composition and en-
deavoured to write a smart preface. "Or the
Preface may have been written by some literary man
in the employment of the publishers, and merely
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